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In re investigution of an soeuident whioh occourred
on the line of the Bapid Rallwmy n{um neny
Baint Clair, Mioh,, on fune B 1017,

June £7, 1917,

On Juae 9, 1917, there wes n hend.end sollision bew
tween two olm:ie passengey treins on the line of the Rapld
Rallway Syeten near Saint Cleiy, Mich,., »hich resulted in the
death of £ employoes snd £ peasengers end 1n es to B ot

ployeer andé ¥2 pascengers. After investigation of this eeoiw
dant, the Onlef of the Division of Ssfety yeports as followss

The Ford Huron Division, on whioh this scoident scourred,
extends Tron Detrolit, Hioh., 0 Port Hu Mloh., s dlstence
of 04,0 miles, The iim 1a gensyully single track bhetwesn
the eity liuite of these two places and trein zovesmuts are
governed %mwau and tyain oprders, no blook oignol syse
tez belng use, Trein orders are trsnsmitted Ly the dise
patehers to the condustors at variocus telephone booths
sonduoctors saking orders upon zmanifeld bleniks in & mavhine
which persits the withdrswal of two soples; the third re sine
ing in the neohine se & record oopy.

The sooident ovourred zbout i miles noyth of Saint
Uledy and sbout 916 foet south of Yankee switoh, at & L)
sbout 80 fect south of the northern end of & tangent feat
s length., South of this tangent is & l-degree ourve 450
fent in length while north of the tangent is & 2-degree ourve
890 foot in length followed by & tangent 700 feet in length,
From Yankee switoh south the grode 18 desosnding £ per geut
far a diatence of 460 feot and rises %0 & level Just before
reaching the polint of avoident. The zround where the edcl.
dent osgurred is lovel, there Leing no euts or fills ineither
direcstion for a distanes of sore them 2 hulf mile, Hoveveyr
the view apyrosching the scetie of the aceldent is obsoured iy
# shed whioh stands out closely to the right of vey and sleo by
foliage and & mum en the iaside of the durve. ¥roe
the noyth end of the ent to the pleee of oollision, the
distance 1 not more then 80 feot snd the vislon is limited
until the tangoent ie resshed, AL the time of the aselident She
wenthey was oloudy.

Bouthbound local g::mgw trein Bo, 68, var YEVY, run-
niug from Port Hiurog to roit, left Broed Strest Station

st Port H at 2,10 », =., OB time, iz obs of Conduotor
Garduer snd Kotor:an take. This ear was of wooden oohe
strustion with vesbibule on front and open platform on the
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reur snd wes composed of 2 eompertments, a mnoking conperte
mett ia the forward end having seating mmm:g for 1B pere
sone and & passehger soumpartisnt foll with & seati
sepaoity for 56 persons, The trais vequired no orders lesve
ing Port Hurom and the orew 4id not osell up the dispatohey
wntil it roached the end of double traok b Regedorn, just
outiside of the oity limite of Port Buren, where train ordey
Hos 181 wan tysnasitted %o the oonductor and waa repested S0
the motorman. Train owder Mo, 18] resd a2 followst

"Moot trein 209, onr 7308 at Yenkes,®

Fron Hsgadorn %o ﬁwloﬁ the lsst stop prior to the sollision,
the distsnce is adouk uilies end from Burley to Tankes the
distence & about three-fourtie of & wmile. Motoraen Plotaske
feiled to remember this order sad ran by Yenkee switoh about
P16 foet end while treveling st & speed estimated t0 have
boon sbout 16 miles collided with s¥ain No, 209 at 2,48 p. n,
oF about 25 ninutes efter reoeiving the order.

Train Ho, 200, oonnigtod of cars 7308 and 7302
asupied together, and was in sharge of Conduetor Ssith and
Hstornan Davidson on the firet sar and Conduotoy Horton and
Hotoyuan Crandall on the seecnd ooy, Both csrs in this
treln were of wooden conmtrustion with vestidbuled front ends
aind open pletforms on the rear; they weres contyolled by the
Botormen on the leading osr, the conduotor and wmotormen on
the second osxr assumlng bo purt in the opersticn of the
trein exvest in the handling of peuseengers., Train Ho, 209
wes known as the "Linited™ whioh made stops at oniy the
larger townhs on route, It left Detrolt at 1E,10 p, m., on
m snd ot Marine City, the orew received the following

rein order

Fdeet train 66, oar unknown st Yenkee,®

The last atop nade traln Ho, 2090 before the saolident 06w
ourred was at Saint CYlalr ot Z.41 p. me It wes then 19
wmimites late, The spesd of trals Ho. 209 eprosshing the
polat of acoident wes about %0 miles an hour, Follisge soreened
the view of the motormen end traln No, 686 wes not sesen until
sbout 1,000 feet swey, it then belng too late %o svoid the
solilsion. The speed of tyain Mo, 4t the tize of the
aooident wasn estimated t0 have bdeen =bout 10 miles an houw,

The sollision resulted in car 7297 of trein Ho.
46 balng telescoped » distanes of sdout 1E feet, while the
fivet oar of trein No, F09 was telescoped a distance of about
7 feet and the Tfollowing ozy overshot snd ervehed the Pesy
ad of the first sare seoond oay in train No,200 was
ot badly danaged, Conduntor Gmith was esught between these
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sars and killed while standing on the peey platform of the
first car,

Hotomen Plotake, of trein No, 50, stated that he
repoated tyein order No, 151, reeeived YWy his condustor at
Bagadorn, 4 supy of this m-&or was placed on & hook in
front of him, et upon &mahms the meeting polnt nened
therein for %m:la. HO. s he Torgot it until he aigied
trein Mo, BO? snd at about the seme lnstant he weoelved three
bells from the eonduostor indicuding imnediate stop. He
stated thet he passed Yenkee switoh rTunning sbout 40 miles
a3 hour and that the speef ot the tize of the sollision hed
beon reduced 0 adout 18 miles an hour, MNotormen Plotzke
Jusped from the oar Sust belfore the sollision osurred and
was injured, He wan usebls to scoount for nis fallure %o
reaeaber the train order.

Couduotor Gardner, of train o, 66, stated that aftey
reteiving the traln order to seet twein bo, 200 st Yankes
switel he hed no sonversstion with the motoymsh. AL Burley
8 sassenger was ploked up and the condustor stated that after
& ainute he went forward to 0ollest her fare, after whioh it
was nis intention to go out o the frat vestibule %o be in
reediness %0 open the switch at Yankea, Be had fust ¢cllected
the fere and had tumed around to¢ regipter the amount when he
hesxd the gar goling over the switoh, He et onoe julled the bell
three ties and started for the rear door, the sollision oew
susring before he resoned 1t. OConduetar é&mw stated furtiey
that he 414 not rfesl the motorman epsly the sir bhrakes at any
tze after sounding the emergency stop signal, He seld thet
they met no tralne after leaving the doudble treck ut Hsgadom
snd had no orders in thelr possessicn Tor exeoution other than
the meet order =t Teakee awlteh,

Hotoroen Duvideon, of tyain lo, B0, stoted that apw
pmu&inf the polnt of sseident he wes not running in sxosss
of 30 niles an houri when he flrst saw tysin Ho, 64 1t was
about 1,000 feot distent and he thought thet that train wes
running quite fast, Motoysasn Devidson steted that he scunded
the wiiistlie Swe or throe tizes, espplied the emerfency siy
broke ond then reversed the power,

Gonductoy Horton and Hotormesn Crendell of the soecond
aay of train Ho, 209, steted that they knew nothing of the
impending ascident until they felt Motormen Davidson appd;
the alr and reverse the power, sounding the whistle sigaol at
the aame tize,

sir, Eobert D, Donsldeon, a pecssenger on train Ho, 66,
stated Bhat he hesrd the condustoy get the order nt Ragadoryn
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t0 oot train Ho, £09 at Tenkee awitsh. The first of imithwa
wrong that he soticed was when the sonduotor rang the bell
thyee tizes, He stated that he did not see the notcrmen make
any effort to sty and then the sonduotor agein reng the bell
thres Sl:es, My, Donesldson stated that e then omlied o

hiz fellow pacsengers %o Junp.

This acelident wun caussd by the feilurs of train No, 66
t0 taxe the siding for train Ho, 209 at Yankee switoh, a8 20«
guired by train order Ho. 181, resulting from Hotorsan Ploteke
forgetting the nset order and for whioh e is responaidle.

Motormen Plotzke wae enployed ee motorman on the Port
Buyon City lines from Mareh 2, 1910 to Hovember 27, 1911}
he wus mugmm on the snue lines oo June 24, 1902, end on
Setober 18 18, waa treuefarred to & position as sotorman
ou the Rapld Reilwey, Ab the time of the noeident he had been
on aﬁy 45 ninutes after a pericd off duty of 16 hours and 20
minutes,

It i apparent thet & lopse of senory wes wmponsible
for this ccoldent, Among the sudible aignsls of the Rapid
Raellwoy Syatem there is pone providing & reaminder of e train
order oy time table meeticg point, to be trsnsmitted by the
gonduotor to the motormal whel spurvashing & station where
&R order iz %0 be sxeouted, or & tiue table meet to be
fulfilled, On many rsilrosds sush a signal is rovided for
in the rules in order to Lneure that neeting voints shall
uot be overlosked or forgotten, ané iV is believed that the
sounding of euch s signal by tﬁe sonductor of irsin Ro, 66
oni sppronching Yankes switoh on the day of the scoident would
have restored Motomman Flotzke's reeollection of hls order So
neet tradin Mo, 20U, and by this nmesns beve averted the oolllston,



