
Nahma Northern Railroad -Locomotive No. 5

No.  5  l ocomot i ve  i s  the  l as t  l oca l

s t a n d i n g  t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e  N a h m a

N o r t h e r n  R a i l r o a d ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o

t h e  r i c h  l o g g i n g  h i s t o r y  o f

M i c h i g a n ' s  U p p e r  P e n i n s u l a .  N o w

o n  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  R e g i s t e r ,

Locomot i ve  #5  i s  recogn ized

n a t i o n a l l y  a s  a m o n g  t h e  n a t i o n ' s

h i s to r i c  resources  wor thy  o f  be ing
prese rved .

Nahma and  Nor the rn  Ra i lway  Locomot i ve  No .  5  i s  a  sma l l  d r i ve r  2 -6 -2  p ra i r i e  t ype
s team locomot i ve .  These  sma l l  d r i ve rs  were  necessary  to  hand le  the  s teep  g rade

found  on  logger ' s  t rac l ( s .  The  rod  t ype  2 -6 -2  a l so  had  a  much  g rea te r  speed  wh ich
enab led  i t  t o  p i c l<  up  the  log  l oads  tha t  the  geared  power  had  b rough t  i n  f rom the
s t e e p  t w i s t i n g  t r a c l <  a t  t h e  c u t t i n g  s i t e  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  m i l l .  l t s
b u i l d  d a t e  i s  D e c e m b e r  1 9 ,  1 9 1 2 ,  a n d  w a s  b u i l t  b y  t h e  B a l d w i n  L o c o m o t i v e  W o r l < s  i n
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  P A .  T h e  l o c o m o t i v e ' s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  n u m b e r  i s  3 8 8 4 6 .  l t  w e i g h s  7 8 , 0 0 0
tons  w i th  57 ,000  tons  o f  we igh t  on  the  d r i ve rs .  l t s  42 "  d r i ve rs  gave  i t  good  t rac t i on
on  the  g rades  bu t  a l so  a l l owed  i t  t o  opera te  a t  h ighe r  speeds  than  i t s  p redecessors .

I t s  c y l i n d e r s  m e a s u r e  1 3 "  x 2 2 " .  l t  o p e r a t e d  o n  s o f t  c o a l  a n d  h a d  a  b o i l e r  p r e s s u r e  o f
200  lbs .  l t s  t rac t  i ve  e f fo r t  was  I  5 .048  lb .

The  Nahma and  Nor the rn  Ra i l road ,  a l so  somet imes  l<nown as
t h e  W h i s l < e y  a n d  N o r t h e r n  R a i l r o a d ,  w a s  b u i l t  i n  I 9 0 2  a n d
c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x p a n d  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  S o o  L i n e
R a i l r o a d  u n t i l  i t  t o t a l e d  7 5  m i l e s  o f  t r a c l <  s e r v i c i n g  1 5  l o g g i n g
c a m p s .  I n  I  9 2 1  ,  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  e x p a n d i n g  c a m p
s y s t e m ,  B a y  d e  N o q u e t  L u m b e r  C o m p a n y  p u r c h a s e d

L o c o m o t i v e  N o .  5 .  l t  o p e r a t e d  f r o m  1 9 2 2  u n t i l  I 9 4 8 .  A s  t h e
o p e r a t i o n  d e p l e t e d  t h e  l u m b e r  s o u r c e ,  t h e  c o m p a n y  b e g a n

c l o s i n g  c a m p s  f i n a l l y  c e a s i n g  a l l  l o g g i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  T h e
s a w  m i l l  f e l l  s i l e n t  i n J u l y  o f  l 9 5 l  w i t h  t h e  c u r r i n g  o f  t h e  l a s t
l ogs .  The  town  became the  sub jec t  o f  na t i onw ide  pub l i c i t y
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w h e n  B a y  d e  N o q u e t  L u m b e r  C o m p a n y  p u t  a l l  i t s  h o l d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d  u p

f o r  s a l e .  I n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  l 9 5 l  s a l e  w a s  m a d e  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P l a y g r o u n d  D e v i c e

C o m p a n y  o f  A n d e r s o n ,  l N .

W h e n  t h e  c o m p a n y  s o l d  i t s  h o l d i n g s  a l l  t h a t  r e m a i n e d  o f  t h e  N a h m a  a n d  N o r t h e r n

R a i l w a y  w a s  e l e v e n  m i l e s  o f  t r a c l < ,  t w o  l o c o m o t i v e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  N o .  5 ,  a n d  1 0 0  l o g

c a r s .  O v e r  t i m e ,  A m e r i c a n  P l a y g r o u n d  s o l d  t h e  r a i l s  t o  a  s a l v a g e  c o m p a n y  a n d

b e a a n  a c t i v e  s a l e  o f  t h e  r o l l i n q  r a i l r o a d  s t o c l ( .

l n  A p r i l  1 9 8 9 ,  t h e  N a h m a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  b e g a n  a  j o u r n e y  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  t o w n ' s

l o g g i n g  h e r i t a g e .  W i t h  a  s t a t e  g r a n t  a n d  t h e  h e l p  o f  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e y  p u r c h a s e d

t h e  N o . 5  l o c o m o t i v e  f r o m  A m e r i c a n  P l a y g r o u n d .  T h e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  h o p e d  t o

r e c a p t u r e  N a h m a ' s  " G o l d e n  A g e "  o f  l o g g i n g  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  l o g g i n g  m u s e u m  i n

N a h m a .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  l o g g i n g  m u s e u m  n e v e r  m a t e r i a l i z e d ,  N o .  5  l o c o m o t i v e  w a s

moved  to  i t s  new loca t ion  and  now s tands  p roud ly  i n  the  town  square .  Locomot i ve

N o .  5  i s  n o w  t h e  l a s t  t a n g i b l e  h i s t o r i c a l  s u r v i v o r  o f  t h e  N a h m a  a n d  N o r t h e r n  R a i l r o a d .

In  the  fa l l  o f  2007  w i th  ass i s tance  f rom a  g ran t  f rom

t h e  H a n n a h v i l l e  I n d i a n  C o m m u n i t y ,  l o c a l  d o n a t i o n s ,

townsh ip  Labor  Day  funds ,  money  ra i s ing  e f fo r t s  by

t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y  a n d  m a n y  v o l u n t e e r s  t h e  p a v i l i o n

o v e r  N o .  5  w a s  b e g u n .  l n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  2 0 0 8  t h e

P a v i l i o n  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  r e p a i r s  t o  t h e  t r a i n  i t s e l f

b e g u n .  T h e  w o r l (  a s  t h e  h i s t o r i c  s o c i e t y  p l a n n e d  w a s

c o m p l e t e d  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  2 0 0 9  N a h m a  L a b o r  D a y

C e l e b r a t i o n .

T h e  N a h m a  T o w n s h i p  H i s t o r i c  S o c i e t y  b u i l d i n g  i s

l o c a t i o n  o n  M a i n  S t r e e t  i n  N a h m a  i n  t h e  L i t t l e  B r o w n

C h u r c h .  P l e a s e  v i s i t  u s  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  N a h m a  T o w n s h i p ,  i t e m s  f o r  s a l e

a n d  f i n d  o u t  a b o u t  N a h m a ' s  H i s t o r y  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  l o g g i n g  c o m m u n i t y ' s  i n
M i c h i g a n  e m p l o y i n g  a t  o n e  t i m e  a s  m a n y  a s  1 2 0 0  p e r s o n s  t o  r u n  t h e  t s r y  i l u
Noqu,et Cowpa,wy!
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